








5.13 [E.O.12898. Environmental Justice.

This Order directs Federal agencies to provide for full participation of minorities and low-
income populations in the Federal decision-making process, and further directs agencies to
fully disclose any adverse effects of plans and proposals on minority and low 1ncome

ol e

structures discussed herein, in addition to providing acceptable protection to populations of
the CSSS, will benefit all population groups of Southern Dade County by providing flood
reduction, drinking water supply protection, and restoration of the wetlands and other natural
resources inside and outside Everglades National Park.



6.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

The various agencies, affected stakeholders, and interested members of the community were
allowed opportunities to provide input during the NEPA process. A number of public and
plan development workshops were held to elicit input from interested parties. Table 6.1
provides a list of announcements, interagency coordination, and public workshops conducted
throughout this process. A summary of the scoping process was included in Section 1.5.

Table 6.1 Public Involvement Summary

Action Location Date

NOI published in Federal Register NA 13 August 1999 (Volume
64, Number 156)

Scoping Letter Mailed NA 26 October 1999
Scoping Meeting Homestead, FL 16 November 1999
1¥ Round of Modeling Posted on the NA 24 March 2000
Corps Website
Interagency Meeting Ft. Lauderdale, FL. 10 April 2000
Public Workshop Homestead, FL 25 April 2000
2" Round of Modeling Posted on the | NA 28 April 2000
Corps Website
Interagency Meeting Ft. Lauderdale, FL 15 May 2000
3" Round of Modeling Posted on the | NA 31 May 2000
Corps Website
Public Workshop Homestead, FL 7 June 2000
Public Workshop Homestead, FL 30 January 2001
Public Workshop _ Homestead, FL 20 June 2001
Presentation to the Governing Board West Palm Beach, FL. | 12 July 2001
of the SFWMD
Public Workshop Miami, FL 16 July 2001
Stakeholder Outreach Homestead, FL 20 July 2001
Stakeholder Outreach Jacksonville, FL 13 August 2001
Stakeholder Outreach Ft. Lauderdale, FL 22 August 2001
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9.0 CONCLUSIONS

The consensus Preferred Alternative meets or exceed the 30%, 45%, and 60% targets and
meet or exceed conditions that would be produced by Test 7, Phase II operations. The
recommendations provided by the FWS in their Final Coordination Act Report (CAR) (FWS
2001) were incorporated into the preferred alternative design. S-334 will be the primary route
for WCA-3A regulatory flows, the S-332B retention area will be constructed and overflow
will only be allowed under limited circumstances described in the Pre-storm/Storm/Storm
Recovery Operations (Appendix B), a trigger was included to prevent further S-332B
operations if the adjacent CSSS habitat experiences hydroperiods greater than 180 days, and
lower canal stages and increased pumping will only be implemented when WCA-3A
regulatory releases are through the SDCS except under circumstances described in the Pre-
storm/Storm/Storm  Recovery Operations. In addition, improved SFWMM and
MODBRANCH hydrologic models will be used for future modeling efforts, and the Corps
will use a more collaborative approach to reach consensus with other agencies on future
projects. On this basis, the FWS concurs that Alternative 7, the preferred alternative, is
acceptable.
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